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HIST 216: History of Mexico

The History of the Aztecs 


This topic is about how the Aztecs became part of an ancient empire. The Aztecs were once a colony that took over all of central Mexico, and their traditions were often indigenous as well as barbaric involving human sacrifice; the Aztecs were also the people who honored their leader, Montezuma II as the last “Great Speaker” before Hernan Cortez and the Conquistadores conquered the Aztec tribe, and took over Mexico. What was interesting about the Aztecs was how they used their own technology to get around the tribe along with the Incas. However, the Aztecs were known to have their own salt production near Lake Texcoco because it was a part of a necessary and dietary need to build things like pottery, and to consume in their food on a daily basis. Montezuma II had years of education following his secession to the throne that made him the iconic leader of all of Mexico and the Aztec tribe up until his death by his own people.   
Title: The Technology of the Incas and Aztecs  
Authors: Ed. Neil Schlager and Josh Lauer
Journal: Science and Its Times
Vol: 2        Issue No: N/A
Date: January 2001
Pages: 377-380
This article was written by Sherri Chasin Calvo about the history of the Incas and the Aztecs on their use of technology used as early as 1200 B.C. when both tribes didn’t use animals or cart wheeling in order to carry supplies near and far from their villages. The Aztecs and Incas however did build cites that were rich in political, economic and religious in their structure of everyday life, and knew how to make pottery, jewelry, textiles, and farm their own crops. This article also talks about the farming, and using different methods of productivity such as, hunting, fishing, canoeing across the lakes carrying baskets filled with food, fireplaces for bathhouses, and writing using hieroglyphs or picture writing in which the Aztecs use in the Aztec religious calendar. 
This author’s bias was based on their emphasis on the article. Calvo uses a visual reference on describing the general details by giving a brief overview on the Aztec Empire in comparison to the Inca Empire. The author uses good examples to describe her point of view on the article written about the ancient technology used by these native tribes. However, the author felt that the some of the information was not accurate enough to prove what the Aztec calendar was referring to in regards to the non-religious calendar. 
I personally thought that the article was rather good, I liked how the author was talking about what kind of weapons and tools the natives used to fish and hunt for game, as well as all the different kinds of vegetables and herbs they farmers used to grow in their crops, “In the center they grew crops such as corn, beans, squash, tomatoes, and avocado, flowers, and medicinal herbs.”  I also liked how the Aztecs used to play the ball game where they only use their hips to hit the ball. In the end though, I thought that there was not enough information on the Incas way of keeping their records in writing.
Title: Rethinking the Organization of Aztec Salt Production: A Domestic Perspective
Authors: Jason P. De Leon
Journal: Archeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association
Vol: 19        Issue No: 1
Date: 2009
Pages: 45-57

This article was talking about salt production in pre-Hispanic Lake Texcoco. The topic covered the importance of salt being used as a dietary necessity for everyday life for the Aztecs. Salt production was described as a year round harvest production in a town called Nexquipayac just northwest of Lake Texcoco, and salt production was best known as a highly skilled activity practiced near the lakes. Salt was also known for playing a huge role in regulating the body’s osmotic pressure as well as for the hormonal and enzymatic process because the body loses the ability to produce more salt due to sweating and waste excretion.   The topic also talked about how a lot of the Aztecs needed an additional source of salt to meet the daily body requirements. Most Aztecs would get their daily salt intake from animal meat, but also through insects, waterfowl, algae, and fish. In usage for production of pottery, the Texcoco Fabric Marked (TFM) pottery was the most common type used for vessels and to transport different kinds of salt. Since most TFM pottery is poorly fired and thin-walled, some pottery was reported by Mesoamerican archaeologists that there was some brine boiling in thick-walled ceramic vessels. Further evidence for the boiling of TFM pottery requires further examination to further investigate and confirm its unexplained heating method. 
The author’s bias demonstrates a visual and interesting point of view on their attitude towards salt production. The author felt that there had good judgment in discussing different methods on how the Aztecs used salt in various ways. The maps and pictures were used as a good reference to explain the salt productions origins throughout Lake Texcoco. The materials used were also good references from various authors, and was rather executed in a positive and accurate manner. 

In my opinion, this article was very interesting. It had a lot of pictures of the pottery, and lots of information on how much salt was consumed by the Aztecs. However, the article was a bit too long and a bit challenging to understand. I really liked how the pottery was formed in different colors after they have been taken out of the kiln “This pottery is typically monochrome and predominantly yellow, brown, red, or gray.” 
Title: Montezuma: Lord of the Aztecs

Author: C.A. Burland

Publisher: G.P. Putnam’s Sons New York

Publication Date: 1973

Chapters: 2: Childhood and 8: The Mighty Lord
This book is about the life of Montezuma II before he became the ruler of the Aztecs. Montezuma was well known for being the last “Great Speaker” of the Aztec tribe of Mexico, who was mostly concerned about his people in regards to wanting to restore the glory of the vanished empire after the fall of the Toltecs. Montezuma was born in Tenochtitlan (also known as Cactus Rock) on an islet in the center of a huge valley surrounded by mountains, pyramid temples, a thousand horses, courtyard palaces, and a causeway filled with canoes. Montezuma spent most of his education training for the war when he was twelve years old, and then he went to temple school to study the art of picture writing. Eventually, Montezuma went to battle school to learn on how to be a brave man who helped the god in the task of giving domination to the Aztec power. 
Later on, Montezuma was elected ruler. He was chosen to climb one hundred and fourteen steps up the house of Huitzilopochtli (Blue Hummingbird). He bowed down low, touching the Earth and placed a little dust on his head in a token of submission before the great tribal protector spirit, and it therefore was the start of the rule of Montezuma II covered in feathers and gold as the Aztecs bowed down to their new master. 
C.A Burland takes a fresh approach to Montezuma II by talking about Montezuma’s own society and time. Burland draws on the contemporary documents on the Aztecs and also captures vivid images on the Aztec society and powerful ruler, Montezuma. There was a strong emphasis in Burland’s writing as he describes a narrative and a strong convincing argument about the topic of human sacrifice, and the lifestyle of the Aztecs. This book really captured my attention, I enjoyed looking at pictures of the pyramid Montezuma climbed on the day of his coronation, the ancient statues made of clay, and what those feathered costumes looked like back in the tribal days. The one thing I found that a disadvantage was that most of the pictures were in black and white, but the one thing I really liked was how Montezuma can also sing and write poems “For a little boy life in a minor palace had many delights. Montezuma learned to sing and write poems, and to know the days and festival dates of each year.” (Chapter 2, p. 46) 
Title: Reexamining the Lore of the “Archetypal Conquistador”: Hernan Cortes and the Spanish Conquest of the Aztec Empire, 1519-1521
Authors: Thomas J. Brinkerhoff
Journal: The History Teacher
Vol: 49             Issue No: 2
Date: February 2016 
Pages: 170-184
The last article I’ve read is about how Hernan Cortés and the Conquistadores consisting of four hundred Spaniards were able to defeat the triple alliance of Tenochtitlan, Tlacopan, and Texcoco. The article talked about how the legend of Hernan Cortes who was a brilliant conqueror was a myth, and that some indigenous people like the Aztecs were still alive and living in the outskirts of the Spanish colony. Problems began to arise between the Spaniards and the Aztecs; diseases like smallpox were infecting the natives of Mexico that were often transmitted through the Spaniards, and in return were expelled out of Tenochtitlan after the 1520 massacre of the unarmed warriors dancing at the temple festivals. Montezuma was also held captive for six months and died; then with the help some indigenous allies from Tlaxcala, the Spanish were able to take down the Aztec Empire and mark the Spanish colonization in August of 1521.
The author’s bias towards the article was described from a rather judgmental yet not too cynical from their point of view on the topic of Hernan Cortes being the conqueror of Mexico. There were some other topics that the author also thought were debatable, but rather straightforward and well put. I find the article a fascinating read; however most of the information was too general in relation to a textbook. What I did surprising to me was how the Spanish got along with a number of native groups, they still had respect and support from the Tlaxcalans despite being part of the former triple alliance “ While the Spanish enjoyed alliances with numerous indigenous groups, their main (and strongest) base of indigenous support came from the Tlaxcalans.”        
These articles I’ve read had some pretty colorful and interesting artifacts. I thought that it was a good assortment I picked out for all of my readings because I was able to learn a lot about the technology used by the Aztecs in comparison to the Incas in Machu Picchu, the salt production that besides help aid the digestive tract in the Aztecs also produced the amazing pottery we still admire to this day, and how Montezuma was more than just the last “Speaker” of the ancient tribe until his death. Mostly, the book on Montezuma helped expand my horizons on the subject because I felt like it broadened my perspective on the Aztecs, and gave me an idea on how the natives realy were back in the real native Mexican culture.     
