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Determined to Strive for Success

I am one of those students who go to college to get an education. I tend to have ever-changing goals on what I want to be when I grow up, such as an artist, a psychologist, or even a fashion designer. But for some students like me, I have to put my dreams aside to help my family, and like a chameleon I might even change my mind on what I want to major in by the time junior or senior year rolls along, and then I will end up liking something I would never consider doing in my future career like to maybe study in the medical field to help find the cure for cancer and diabetes, or become a philosopher to help show people the true meaning of life’s opportunities. I am a student who is willing to do anything in school to help get to where I want to go in life, however after graduating high school, I am going to talk about why I am in college, explain what my challenges are, and come up with solutions to help me solve my struggles with family and school responsibilities, my educational future, and self-motivation during college. 
I love going to college because I have a passion for learning, but there are many reasons why I decided to continue getting educated in college; I wanted to go to college because I want to continue getting educated, being able to work at jobs with higher paying salaries, and also experiment with different classes that interest me the most such as Art, English, Journalism, and Business Management. To begin, going to college means better job opportunities. For instance, I was thinking about taking courses at College of Marin such as business administration, accounting, and marketing because I want to be able to have leadership roles that can help make a difference in the workforce, such as running my own business in making my own pastries’ or organizing parties and host events such as baby showers. When I have saved all my money, I want to use it to maybe study abroad in Europe for the semester or school year in places like France, Italy or even Switzerland. Next, I want to carry on the same successful route like my parents, grandparents, and other members of my family did when they went to college, and had studied for more than four years to become doctors, business people, lawyers, and other professionals. As part of family tradition, I also want to be able to attend a good four year university like my parents did when they went to college in Colorado, so that I have more opportunities to find out what career I might want to pursue after I graduate which can lead me to success. Specifically, I might want to pursue something professional such as psychology to study the anatomy of how the human mind works and be able to work as a counselor or school therapist to help each individual person sort out their problems they face everyday. But most of all, I want a degree that leads to a job that pays well and one that can make my family proud of me having as a result of choosing the right major. Finally, the main reason on why I’m in college is because I want to discover what I can do with my creative talents. Previously, I wanted to continue doing art despite not doing so well in my previous art class here at COM, as well as trying out acting for the drama department’s next play, taking a creative writing class, joining one of the clubs the student organization has to offer on campus, and maybe becoming part of student council. I want to be able to take some of these classes because I believe it would look good on my academic resume, and I can also use these creative skills I have learned in college in order to help me use them for future ideas in working businesses, and to maybe open my own art gallery or publish a book one day. Overall, I think these are good reasons on why I want to succeed in college.      
The obstacles that could deter me from achieving my goals in college are family responsibilities, finding out what I want to major in, and not being able to concentrate on completing my homework. First of all, family always comes first, but when I need to do important things for my classes, I have to choose which one is worth spending time on. For example, my parents expect me to have dinner with them when I have all this work I need to do, which is why I usually would like to eat in my room while I try to concentrate on getting my work done, and not engage in long dinners that take up all my time and energy. The subjects that I would mostly struggle with are math, science and any other classes that bore me to death such as politics, including anything economic related. Also, the one thing that stresses me out is my education. For example, part of me being in college is trying to find out who I want to be in the future without worrying about making any big mistakes that could change my future plans, such as taking classes that are of little interest to me that could result in me failing due to lack of motivation. The one major that interests me the most is Journalism, because I happen to love writing my own stories and articles since I was twelve and would love to write for a newspaper someday. My biggest fears are that if I choose the wrong path in Journalism then my future will not be going in the right direction, because I fear the job I get hired for will be too stressful for me to handle, I won’t get paid much money, and I would feel like I didn’t put enough time and effort into getting stuff done while I’m trying to focus on other career possibilities , and getting the important GE’s I need to take in college in order to earn the  degree that I would need to help me earn more money. Finally, self-motivation is probably one of my biggest challenges, I am either fully committed to doing the work or I am not, it really depends on my mood because I usually do my best quality work when I’m in a happier mood than in a bad mood. If I have a calm and focused mind then it’s easy to concentrate on doing what I have to do, however if I just got into a fight with someone or if I am having a bad day then I would not consider completing anything until I’ve completely calmed down so that my attitude doesn’t affect my work or my grades. Family is important to me, but my future and my motivation to succeed are my biggest priorities I would rather accomplish so that I can continue to have a bright future ahead of me.  

There are some helpful resources at COM to solve my problems for balancing my family and school responsibilities, finding out which degree I want, and figuring out how to complete my homework on time without getting distracted. First of all, the counselors at College of Marin can help me resolve personal concerns that can interfere with the ability to succeed. I can also go ask one of the counselors about balancing homework and other personal obligations, and they can suggest a few tips on how to make them both be able to fit my schedule without having them overlap. Also, to help plan for a better future, students can go to the Transfer and Career Center to get more information about four year universities, and job opportunities they offer to help me see what options they have regarding what they each want to major in, and see which choices are the best ones to make for the careers. Last but not least, taking a counseling class during my first year in college can help boost my self-motivation and be able to see what motivates me, help me overcome any obstacles standing in my way, and get rid of any bad habits that could deter my ability to complete my homework. The counseling class can help students come up with different coping skills to relieve stress by doing some breathing exercises, list what are certain setbacks can possibly prevent students from finishing their work, and how to avoid those situations during studying and homework sessions. I will also learn what different behaviors can affect a person’s learning and social environment, and be able help improve those areas in need for me to continue on with getting my work done in a timely manner without any personal stuff impacting my mood, or having to ask for extra time on their assignments so that it does not affect the my grades in school. All of these solutions are guaranteed to work in any kind of situation that I may have to face during my college years and beyond. Lucky I’ll be able to use the campuses’ resources to help me out with getting my goals met, and then I will be on my way to the road to success.   
For a gifted student like me, knowing that I can go to the counselors who work at COM can really be a big help to my education in college including the other resources I mentioned earlier, because they can highlight what are the most important things for me to do in order to have a bright successful future ahead of me. My family and school responsibilities will be evened out with a planned schedule for each week, I will have all the information I need to help with earning my degree and the privilege to be able to work at my dream job in the future, and have all the time I need to stay motivated and complete my homework without any problems at all. I still remain undecided on my major, but with these answers to my challenges and solutions, I know I can look foreword to accomplishing everything I want to achieve and to continue making my family very happy and proud. 
