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Nostalgic Memories from Nature Essay


	Being in nature can open one’s mind to a whole new dimension. Walking amongst the trees in the forest for example, can fill a person’s mind full of memories linking back to the good old days when that person was a young boy or girl playing hide and seek in the woods. In a college level reading class, students are usually required to write about their childhood experiences or in some essays to help enhance, and prefect their own writing abilities. Joyas Voladores by Brian Doyle and Once More to the Lake by E.B. White, are examples of great stories told using nature, and descriptive imagery, but the writings are also explained by using different writing techniques, and tones that are poetic, igniting inner nostalgia from both authors. 

Nature is used differently in both the readings. In Joyas Voladores, Doyle uses Hummingbirds as an example of nature, and life; Doyle’s creativity is the main component in this writing because he links nature to the life of Hummingbirds in general, he claims that Joyas Voladores meaning flying jewels are an example of every living creature spending their lives on Earth with rapid heartbeats a minute in their lifetime “The price of their ambition is a life closer to death; they suffer heart attacks and aneurysms and ruptures more than any other living creature. It’s expensive to fly. You burn out. You fly the machine. You melt the machine. Every creature on Earth has approximately two billion heartbeats to spend in a lifetime.” (Doyle, 133) An interesting fact about hummingbirds was in a recent study explained by Jennifer C. Probst, Jean-Francois Therrien, Laurie J. Goodrich, and Keith L. Bildstein about how the number of Hummingbird migrations affected the birds by travel season regarding their daily survival in the air “Even with the limited knowledge available on phenological adjustments, ongoing climate change has been shown to advance as well as to delay autumn migration in birds (Jenni and K´ery 2003, Van Buskirk et al. 2009). Such phenological changes are likely to affect several aspects of the birds’ biology including body condition, survival, and reproductive success.” With this study in mind, Hummingbirds can only survive if the climate is right for the sake of flying across the border each year. In Once More to the Lake, E.B. White uses nature as an example of life, evoking nostalgic memories. E.B. White explains how remembering all the good times being in nature in the summertime as a kid makes him feel nostalgic when he remembers the most descriptive flashbacks “It seemed to me, as I kept remembering all this, that those times and those summers had been infinitely precious and worth saving. There had been jollity and peace and goodness. The arriving (at the beginning of August) had been so big a business in itself.” (White, 407-8) E.B. White continues to go on about his summer at the lakes as if he were reliving his childhood all over again. 

The descriptive imagery in the writing is used in two different forms from both authors. Joyas Voladores is more descriptive in the reading, and is more poetic in a sense of artistic writing shown in one of paragraphs describing what the Hummingbirds look like in a very colorful and visual way “Bearded helmet-crests and booted racket-tails, violet-tailed sylphs and violet-capped wood-nymphs, crimson topazes and purple-crowned fairies, red-tailed comets and amethyst wood-stars, rainbow-bearded thornbills and glittering-bellied emeralds, velvet-purple coronets and golden-bellied star-frontlets, fiery-tailed awlbills and Andean hillstars, spatuletails and pufflegs, each the most amazing thing you have never seen, each thunderous wild heart the size of an infant’s fingernail, each mad heart silent, a brilliant music stilled” (Doyle, 133) This is the most descriptive because of how the sentence flows, and attracts the reader’s attention. Once More to the Lake has some descriptive imagery, but not as clear when it comes to trying to visualize the reading, as shown in one of the sentences in the beginning of the text “I took along my son, who had never had any fresh water up his nose and who had seen lily pads only from train windows. On the journey over to the lake I began to wonder what it would be like. I wondered how time would have marred this unique, this holy spot—the coves and streams, the hills that the sun set behind, the camps and the paths behind the camps.” (White, 405) While E.B White’s writing is more narrative than Joyas Voladores, it still contains some form of poetry in context; an example from one of E.B. White’s previous novels “Charlotte’s Web” uses the most poetry in the well-known children’s book from an article by Trudelle H. Thomas  “Halfway through Charlotte’s Web, White spends nearly two pages describing the joy of swinging on the rope in Zuckerman’s barn. The passage is written in the second person, inviting readers to share the child’s experience of jumping from the hayloft and swinging out through the barn door and back again, over and over: Holding to the rope you stood at the edge and looked down, and were scared and dizzy. Then you straddled the knot [and] got up all your nerve, took a deep breath, and jumped. For a second you seemed to be falling [but then] you would zoom upward into the sky and look at the clouds … Then you would drop down, down, down, out of the sky and come sailing back into the barn … then sail out again, then in again. (69)” Some of the poetry in this text is still a bit confusing to the reader, but still legible enough to understand in the reading alone. 

Writing techniques are used in other forms in the writings of both authors.  Joyas Voladores uses more metaphors in the reading, such as this one at the end of the sentence where Doyle talks about the world inside the blue whale “This house of a heart drives a creature a hundred feet long. When this creature is born it is twenty feet long and weighs four tons.” (Doyle, 133) This strange and unusual metaphor says a lot in the text itself when the author talks about the world being like a giant blue whale. Once More to the Lake uses fragments, and more complex details in each paragraph, as shown in one of the paragraphs “After breakfast we would go up to the store and the things were in the same place—the minnows in a bottle, the plugs and spinners disarranged and pawed over by youngsters from the boys’ camp, the Fig Newtons and the Beeman’s gum.” (White, 409) There happened to be a line break in between the sentences shown in this paragraph, and yet the sentence flows despite its complexity in the writing. 

Tones that are used in both writings have different rhythms, and feelings to each essay, making the writing sound more interesting to the reader. Joyas Voladores is more poetic, filled with vivid imagery of Hummingbirds that capture the readers imagination because the tone from the writing makes it clear to the reader when visualizing the text. Once More to the Lake is more narrative, and more difficult to comprehend which requires more analysis to really understand the reading as shown in this paragraph “I was right about the tar: it led to within half a mile of the shore. But when I got back there, with my boy, and we settled into a camp near a farmhouse and into the kind of summertime I had known, I could tell that it was going to be pretty much the same as it had been before—I knew it, lying in bed the first morning, smelling the bedroom and hearing the boy sneak quietly out and go off along the shore in a boat.” (White, 405) In the article “Belonging from afar: nostalgia, time and memory” by Vanessa May, she talks about self and memory similar to how E.B. White describes his childhood past “Remembering is one of the ways in which ‘the self-attempts to anchor itself in this changing world of people and things’ (Prager, 1998: 125), that is, to achieve a sense of belonging. For example, in Western cultures, people tend to view their self as continuous and anchored in the past. Remembering is in other words a cultural practice that helps to embed us in the social relations and institutions as well as symbolic systems of our society, thus binding us to our social group (Wang and Brockmeier, 2002: 58; Prager, 1998: 198–199).” This in particular is what E.B. White uses to explain his story in detail from the narrative form used in his essay. 

In conclusion, Joyas Voladores and Once More to the Lake are very good essays that I would recommend reading in a college level English class, not only will it inspire students to write about their childhood and improve their own writing, but it will also give students an idea on how to perfect telling their personal stories about their experiences in nature either in poetry or a book that may one day be published, giving us all the refreshing nostalgia needed every now and then. 
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