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Essay #1

1~  Choose a music video from a popular recording artist (singer/band/group) and provide an analysis of its visual and lyrical
 content. What kind of image is the artist/group trying to foster, and how is this expressed in their appearance, attitude, lyrics, etc.? Does the video reinforce Sut Jhally's notion of "having" vs. "being," and idealize images of "the good life"? Please include a link to your video for reference.

P!nk’s “Sober” Music Video  

P!nk’s  controversial music video titled “Sober” depicts herself as a party animal who spends her whole night partying from dusk till dawn. The setting takes place in an old, abandoned and gothic cathedral like castle; the song begins with the ringing of church bells that lead up to an old glitching television set, where we find P!nk laying out on an old bed all passed out from a party that she had that night. The lyric’s to the song tell a story about how partying and having fun can be too much of a good thing if you overdo it, and how it can dramatically change your behavior and personality, and cause regret all together in the end.  P!nk’s lyrics such as “I don’t want to be the girl who laughs the loudest, or the girl who never wants to be alone” describes how she doesn’t want to be that girl who causes conflict or the girl who has no one to hang out with, meaning a fear of abandonment and the only person who’s laughing while sitting in the corner alone while everyone else is out there having fun. 
The party still goes on in the music video up till you get to the scene where P!nk starts throwing up in the toilet, and a mirror vision of herself is sitting there trying to help, but just stares blankly at her doing nothing to help resolve the situation, then leaves. The lyrics “I’m safe, up high, nothing can touch me, but why do I feel this party’s over?” explains how P!nk feels safe and ok, but the party just doesn’t feel fun anymore. At the same time the lyrics say “No pain inside, you’re my protection, how do I feel this good sober?” meaning I’m ok and alright, I depend on you, yet why do I feel a lot better when I don’t party, and yet still party anyway; this part of the song signifies the struggle with breaking an addiction to partying, or even drugs/alcohol and not knowing when to stop all together. 
In the next scene of the song, P!nk is in a confined room wearing all white, and mentions how she doesn’t want to be the girl that has to feel the silence, because the lyrics in return say “ The quiet scares me ‘cause it screams the truth” meaning her struggles with herself, causing her head to spin around like a malfunctioning robot. Her next lyrics “Please don’t tell me that we had that conversation, I won’t remember, save your breath, ‘cos what’s the use?” tells about even after having a conversation once or twice, that she’s less likely to remember cause it’s useless. Throughout the whole song, the party still goes on, people are laughing and having a good time while in another scene, P!nk and the mirror image of herself are in the bedroom where she sees herself getting pinned down, and she and her “self” start making out on the bed almost as if they were about to have sex, when it’s all in her head and not really happening. Trying to break free, the twice played verses of the song “I’m coming down, coming down, coming down, spinning ‘round, spinning round, spinning ‘round, looking for myself-SOBER” translates to P!nk going crazy with her head “spinning around” trying to find her real self again, and regain control while fighting to break free from her own inner prison in her mind, which is herself. The last line to play before the song ends with “When it’s good, then it’s good , it’s so good till it goes bad, till you’re trying to find the you that you once had, I have heard myself cry, never again, broken down in agony just tryna find a friend” which reveals that everything can go so well until it suddenly goes bad, and then you realize that you miss being the person you were once before you’ve changed completely, then find you have no one to turn to, and suddenly you live with regret with no one else to blame but yourself. The song ends with flashbacks of the party, and back to where the song originally started with P!nk passed out on the bed starting to wake up, and turning over to the side of the bed facing the viewer watching the video. 
The image that this artist is trying to foster is how a person like P!nk can go from always being the life of the party, and then figuring out that partying is not all that it’s cracked up to be. The clothes that P!nk wore gave a description on how a typical ‘party girl’ would look like when they are at a party, wearing revealing clothing such as lace and lingerie, stockings, fancy fake jewelry, and high heels with a mini cocktail purse. The lyrics and the attitude both played a dominant role in the song because there was strong emotion connected to the words sung, which involved pain, excitement, agony, depression, and guilt. 
It reinforces Sut Jhally's notion of "having" vs. "being," and idealize images of "the good life" because it relates to the song being used as a visual form of an advertisement for what people want, and that is control of one’s life by pointing out what the struggles are in everyday life, and addressing them by making a music video that promotes and depicts having a song artist like P!nk portray a woman being this party girl who does nothing but stay up all night going to parties, possibly doing drugs, and drinking alcohol, all while struggling with addiction as an example of what not to do in real life that others are still facing today in reality from modern culture. The video primarily relates to social life as being a huge factor for raising awareness from the cultural aspect on what it’s like to always party all the time to limiting how often you should party by showing the audience what are the positives, and the negatives to going out more often so that it convinces consumers to have this idea on why too much partying can be bad for you, and to limit the amount of time you spend partying with your friends so that you can have a good ‘social life’ without the headache or the hangover. 
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