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Sherman Alexie’s idea on his interest in comic strips and reading, gave a very interesting idea on how he was into reading and comics even though he himself was a Spokane Indian boy living in a poor middle-class background. His love for reading raised a lot of questions such as “How did Sherman Alexie become so interested in reading?” and “How was his father a big influence to inspire him to read?” The answer came along when the Superman comic book gave Sherman Alexie the skills to be able to visualize while reading comic strips, and many other books he enjoyed reading in his free time. 

Sherman Alexie communicates by talking about himself from a narrative perspective about how he grew up gave a very interesting idea on how he gave a lot of insight on his love for reading and comics; he mentioned how his father was also an avid reader about almost anything his mind can think of, such as mysteries, autobiographies, and western stuff he grew up with. “My father, who is one of the few Indians who went to Catholic school on purpose, was an avid reader of westerns, spy thrillers, murder mysteries, gangster epics, basketball player biographies and anything else he could find.” (paragraph 2). Sherman Alexie also remembers picking up on of his father’s books so that he can see what the books are all about “I can remember picking up my father’s books before I could read. The words themselves were mostly foreign, but I still remember the exact moment when I first understood, with a sudden clarity, the purpose of a paragraph.” (paragraph, 3). Interesting enough, as Sherman Alexie was reading each paragraph word by word, it’s almost as if he can visualize the whole book in his head as he reads. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Paragraphs seem to have a big effect on how Sherman Alexie learns how to read claiming they serve a purpose for his reading skills, that shows more of his learning to read books “I didn’t have the vocabulary to say “paragraph”, but I realized that a paragraph was a fence that held words. The words inside a paragraph worked together for a common purpose.” (paragraph, 3) Sherman Alexie uses evidence to support, and persuade the reader by giving examples on how he remembers reading the words by saying they sound mostly foreign while trying to understand what the purpose is for each meaning as he continues reading. “This might be an interesting story all by itself. A little Indian boy teaches himself how to read at an early age and advances quickly. He reads “Grapes of Wrath” in kindergarten when other children are struggling through “Dick and Jane.” If he’d been anything but an Indian boy living on the reservation, he might have been called a prodigy.” (paragraph, 5). Sherman Alexie explains in this quote about how can a boy in Kindergarten possibly know how to read such advanced stuff at a young age, and often impressed the other kids in his grade by having that kind of reading level that may otherwise surpass a fifth grader in school. 

Sherman Alexie’s visualization on how he reads the comic helps him be able to understand the reading a lot better, especially when he starts reading the dialog that was in each panel of the Superman Comic Strip or book. “At the same time, I was seeing the world in paragraphs, I also picked up that Superman comic book. Each panel, complete with picture, dialogue and narrative was a three-dimensional paragraph. In one panel, Superman breaks through a door. His suit is red, blue, and yellow.” (paragraph, 4) Teaching himself how to read was probably one of the hardest things he had to do despite being a young boy who can barely tell what a paragraph is.  Going back to how Sherman Alexie was able to understand “Grapes of Wrath” in kindergarten as opposed to other children struggling through “Dick and Jane” that gives an idea on how Sherman was able to advance so early despite calling himself a prodigy, meaning a small little genius for his age to be reading very complicated paragraphs as he continues reading what his heart desires. 

Sherman Alexie was very resourceful in teaching himself how to read at a young age, it’s not very common that a boy like him could make himself learn so much. Growing up on an Indian Reservation was not easy for him, and it sounds quite unusual for a boy like him to read all the time during recess, lunch, and mostly all the time. He can read everything from magazines to ads, but in the long term he really did learn something just by reading between the lines page after page, which really enhanced his vocabulary skills from being a smart kid by heart. 

