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Education for Poor Students
Poverty, legal issues, and not getting enough attention from teachers are all major causes of students not getting through school. Schools ranging from K through 12th grade are failing to provide enough resources for their students to be able get the help they need to become more proactive in the classroom.  Teachers and parents should focus on helping students from poor backgrounds become more successful in school by helping with school budgets, the cost of education, taking care of legal issues, bring back school leadership and extracurricular activities, and be able to provide enough counseling and other health services, so that the students can have a better future. 

The cost of education is a big concern for students who have families that make very little or not enough money to afford to send their kids to school because most schools are expensive to send a child to everyday. Teachers and parents should provide students with resources and recognize poor students need extra support. Helping with financial aid by providing enough information such as payment options and a financial plan will help students with poor families be able to settle finances; research shows that a student who attended a school funded at levels 20 percent greater than some peers would, on average, have 25 percent higher earnings and a 20-percentage point lower incidence of adult poverty. Household and background income is another determination factor if the student’s family is struggling to come up with the amount of money based on what kind of job pays more income, and what kind of environment has strong impact on families with high/low income to their children’s learning skills later based on what they observed in their personal surroundings. Some students who are in elementary and middle school, and come from low income have difficulties to understand or learn as fast as others, “There are a variety of factors that could play in to the flat scores, including students who are still adjusting to computerized assessments,” Burke said. “However, it is important to note that we do see an improvement for our economically disadvantaged students in grades five, seven and eight in English language arts and for grade seven math.” Their vocabulary can be less and not that much as the other students from different background because students are not in a suitable environment which enables students to learn new material taught in the classroom. 
Families going through legal disputes and health issues can deter student growth and cause more issues in school; Researchers at the Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University shared  that “when (the) home is not stable…executive function skills may be impaired, or may not develop at all, limiting a child’s success in elementary school and later life.” The poverty line is drawn to the point where parents are either struggling to keep up with their taxes and house mortgage’s to avoid foreclosure and getting in trouble with the law, or the fact that parents have lost or can’t find any jobs that more often require having a master’s degree from college to earn a  higher paying salary, and enough money to pay for their student’s tuition “The gaps between the employment, pay, and job quality of people with college degrees and those without have consequently widened, and the latter are increasingly pushed into precarious jobs paying poverty-level wages.” Students who are in high school will most likely start to get into more conflict with the law due to not being staying in school, legal issues involving immigration, possessing guns to provoke violence in classrooms, stealing and invading private property. “Between 1993 and 2015, the percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported carrying a weapon anywhere during the previous 30 days decreased from 22 to 16 percent, and the percentage of students who reported carrying a weapon on school property during the previous 30 days decreased from 12 to 4 percent.” This quote shows that poor kids need help, and low-income students are the ones bringing the guns to school. Poor students will eventually drop out of school due to lack of attendance which can hurt their future economically due to legal issues damaging the poor kids. “Failure to prepare our citizens carries with it staggering costs to individuals, communities and the state’s economy. Those without high school diplomas or postsecondary credentials or degrees experience decreased purchasing power, and the local economy does not enjoy the full potential that comes from successful adults buying homes, cars and paying more taxes.”  If poor students are not able to meet the requirements to graduate, the schools are at risk of failing future generations of hard workers that we need to boost today’s economy in the workforce. 
School Leadership is important to help schools succeed. Hiring better teachers and staff to help with the children who rely on teachers as role models will help students develop better critical thinking skills, teachers and parents can improve the retention rates by considering finding the right resources to help their students succeed in school. Over the past two decades, researchers have confirmed what many children and parents always believed—the individual classroom teacher is the key to a successful education. Research has documented the vast difference in student learning between classrooms with an effective teacher and those with an ineffective one. More interestingly, studies indicate that the most common measures of quality—e.g., certification, advanced degrees, and long tenure—are weak predictors of which teachers are most effective. Having more PTA meetings, fund raisers, and pep rallies to help bring back the school spirit can increase the amount of enthusiasm in students willing to learn and stay in school until graduation, Researchers have been studying the effects parent attitudes and actions have on their children's academic success for more than 30 years. The results have been consistent. Anne Henderson and Nancy Berla summed it up in their book A New Generation of Evidence: The Family Is Critical to Student Achievement, which reviewed the existing research: "When parents are involved in their children's education at home, they do better in school. And when parents are involved in school, children go farther in school and the schools they go to are better."  Reducing the number of student classroom sizes by providing one-on-one private sessions for the students struggling in class can benefit on their growth and development during their early elementary years, in addition, ample research has indicated that children in smaller classes achieve better outcomes, both academic and otherwise, and that class size reduction can be an effective strategy for closing racially or socioeconomically based achievement gaps. 
 
 Extracurricular Activities can help motivate students to stay in school and reduce the likelihood of dropping out of school, less likely to commit crimes, and become more successful in communication and relationships with other students and people outside of school. Children and teens develop time-management skills, build self-esteem, and practice goal-setting. While it may be tough to squeeze in after-school activities for your children, the benefits are well worth the extra effort. After school programs such as sports, clubs, and tutoring can help students interact with other students, and some programs, like the Boys and Girls Club, also have tutoring services or college prep courses. There are other programs that introduce kids to mathematics and the sciences, getting them excited about these subjects. This can lead to better efforts in school courses and less absent days due to skipping because the child may be more interested. Experiential Weeks for out of class activities such as fieldtrips, volunteering at local organizations like food banks, and the YMCA can help kids develop leadership skills, expand their minds to different ideas, and create better learning experiences for their learning development. 
 

Balancing School Budgets are important to keep in mind because how much the school is spending on finding the right teachers, and learning materials should be considered to help with managing expenses a school makes every year. In 1996, analyst David Monk and associates determined per-pupil expenditures for various courses in six high schools in four New York districts. They calculated per-course spending using actual teacher and aide salaries, course schedules, and course enrollments. These calculations indicated that the highest per-pupil course expenditures were associated with foreign language, music, and science instruction (excluding special education costs). The school needs to balance the state budget so that there are no problems with funding in the future, for example the public-school system is starting to fail causing the k-12 students to suffer due to mass cuts in early childhood education programs that are upsetting parents and damaging their children’s education, and ending subjects such as art, music, P.E, and other important subjects that are considered important to a child’s education. Furthermore, this report focuses on five states — Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, Ohio, and Pennsylvania — that perhaps epitomize the current crisis in K-12 education systems. 
 

Counseling, healthcare, and transportation are essential to providing appropriate medical care for poor families, so that they get the medical attention they need in case of emergencies. Christi Jones explains that students in the rural area where she works often need help beyond what she can give them as a school counselor. Transportation is an issue for many of the children’s families, so having an in-house mental health counselor at the school eliminates that barrier and provides a source of long-term support for children and their families. Offering counseling and legal advice for struggling students can prevent them from dropping out of school; legal services and counseling centers like the Community Legal Services and Counseling Center in Cambridge, MA helps with students with poor families get the resources they need, including mental health services. One thing to consider in public education are special Ed programs for students with learning disabilities so they don't struggle in the classroom or end up with bad grades on their transcripts, and the correlation between poverty and special education is strong, education systems need to pay more attention to these students’ needs. These children need to be served just as well as those in the upper and middle classes, as they have the same capacity to learn as their peers. Most children who live in poverty will most likely experience learning disabilities without enough money, and intervention to save them from having problems in school, A 2008 study published in "Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology" found that impoverished mothers often receive inadequate prenatal care and that this inadequate care can lead to developmental delays. Exposure to dangerous chemicals such as lead, family stress, frequent moves and inadequate nutrition can also interfere with learning and contribute to the development of learning disabilities. The earlier the child gets help and involvement from special education programs, the better the outcome will be for the child’s academic performance in the classroom amongst other children in school. 
 

 Making changes to the public-school system can help students and families out so that no one gets behind, and anyone can have a bright future to look forward to in the k-12 education programs. Every student has the right to a good well-rounded education even the children living in poverty, and many poor gifted students are discovered by many teachers who are bound to be more successful when given the time and effort put into re-adjusting the poverty crisis, teachers and parents will make a big difference for generations to come in the future in the making for young minds eager to learn, and that ‘No Child Left Behind” is an idea worthy of the democratic society we pride ourselves to have. It is also a moral obligation in a wealthy western society, the right of all children irrespective of economic status to have a “well rounded education.” 
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