Stephanie Morse

English 092-040

Meg Pasquel

Essay: A Time in My Life Where I Showed Grit

2/4/15

High School Grit
Final Draft

I showed grit when I graduated high school. Grit and Perseverance proved that nothing could stand in my way towards getting my high school diploma and continuing my education in college. Being positive plays a big factor in my role as a student because I can set my mind up to do anything in order to get tasks done in an orderly matter. An example of me staying positive was after one of the mistakes I made in the past; one was from last year when I failed my ACT for not answering all the questions fast enough, and not getting into Dominican University as a first year student, which made me feel stupid for not trying hard enough to get a better score. But I told myself that there are other great colleges to look at other than four year universities, and top Ivy League schools.
The key to success is having confidence, a word that describes a person’s own self-esteem. It was my top priority to feel confident about the effort I put into class because then I can stay motivated throughout the whole day.  Lots of encouragement made me feel more empowered, and had kept me more stabilized when I do my homework. There were times where I felt disappointed for not being able to understand certain things like algebra, which is a subject I hated, and had to constantly struggle with in the past.  Standing my ground was very important, and I knew that I couldn’t give up no matter how hard things were for me because if I let one small negative thing stand in my way, I end up getting distracted or thrown off. Even if I do get perfect grades, I learn from the minor mistakes I made, and start reviewing some more of the notes next time. 
Goals are one of main building blocks to succeeding because they gave me an idea on how to accomplish anything without hesitation; My goals range from wanting to become a book illustrator someday, create my own blog, or even work as a journalist coming up with new ideas for newspaper articles. If I want to be a writer, one of my goals would be to continue improving on my grammar, punctuation, and composition. My study habits can be difficult to balance along with my personal and social life, but with patience and concentration, I was able to achieve my high school diploma and end on a good note. 

I am a creative, bright, and intelligent girl with a good sense of direction. Grit can help me achieve anything, boost my strength, and toughen out my any weak areas I struggle with on a daily basis. I remind myself that here is nothing to fear but fear itself during those moments of despair, and that saying will forever be passed down from one person to the next for years to come. I know now that I can’t go back in time, and prevent myself from making that mistakes I made from failing the ACT, or procrastinating last semester to study for my art and French exams only to find that it did more harm than good, but to me it does not mean that it’s the end of the world. I will endure more complicated obstacles as I go through life, and not give up my journey through hard work. This is how I showed grit when I was focusing on being successful in school. 

